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Over the years that the capital was located in Nara, a diverse set of cultural practices, including
Gagaku, crossed the waters and arrived in Japan. It is said that the port of arrival for this music and
culture was the current port of Nanba in Osaka. It is our hope that many of you will be able to reflect
on the knowledge and skills of nursing care as you listen to the sounds of Gagaku (ancient Japanese
court music), which has been carefully passed down by those from ancient times, at the opening
ceremony of the international conference held in Osaka. The sho (free-reed instrument) will be played
by Mr. Tetsuji Hayashi and the 17-stringed soh (koto) will be played by Mr. Keita Orimoto, both actively
engaged in a group called “Toraro-kai".
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Hosho (Japanese free reed musical instrument)
Tetsuji Hayashi

A graduate of Osaka University of Arts, Mr. Hayashi has continued to train traditional Gagaku (ancient
Japanese court music) as a member of Ono Gagaku-Kai. He leads the group “Toraro-kai, a quartet
of musicians who play the hosho (Japanese free reed musical instrument), hichiriki (small double-reed
wind instrument), ryuteki (dragon flute) and 17-stringed koto, and is actively engaged with the Silk Road
musicians that form the origins of Gagaku.
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17-stringed Koto
Keita Orimoto

Mr. Orimoto has played the shakuhachi, koto, 17-stringed koto, 20-stringed koto, and shamisen in
numerous performances in both Japan and overseas.
He placed first at the Tozanryu Shakuhachi Osaka Competition in 1997.




